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Dear Families and Caregivers, 

It is a great day when your child enters Kindergarten. It is an important milestone in the life of your 

child, and represents an important step toward independence. With this step, he or she enters a big and 

broader world. The school now becomes a partner with you in the education of your child. 

Kindergarten is an important period in the life of any child. It should be a happy adventure in living, 

working, and learning with a group,. Kindergarten sets the foundation for skills and attitudes needed 

for success later in life. We take this responsibility seriously. Through the combined efforts of home 

and school, we will make it a period of great educational, personal, and social growth for your child. 

Our instructional program is designed to develop the whole child, with emphasis on his or her unique 

strengths and needs. Our curriculum is designed to provide a developmental program for each child 

based on a sequence of skills. Our top priority is building self-esteem and a joy of learning. We 

encourage and promote positive self-esteem and confidence by building on each child’s strength.  

We strongly believe that education is a partnership between home and school. Parent involvement is 

crucial to the academic and social development of students. Parents are encouraged to participate in the 

educational process. They need to read to their children every night to help them learn to read. Being 

read-to is an important step in building and enriching vocabulary that will enable children to decode 

familiar words as they learn to read.  

We want every child to have a successful educational experience. Commitment to excellence in 

education is accomplished when families and schools work together purposefully, with mutual respect 

and trust. This goal becomes reality for a child when parents and school staff work together in an 

atmosphere of shared concern and cooperation. 

On behalf of the entire school community, we welcome you and your child to our school family. We 

look forward to learning and growing with you as your child begins his or her elementary school 

journey.  

 

Donna Moffat  Julie McKillop Rebecca Long  Tracy Riordan 

Cushing School Hatherly School Jenkins School Wampatuck School 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

A Word from our School Nurse,  
 Mrs. Mardeusz, MSN, RN  

  
Welcome Kindergarten students,  parents, and caregivers!  I am looking forward to meeting and caring for our new 
Kindergarten class!  I would like to share some important information concerning the health and safety of our students 
at Cushing School.  

● If you have any special concerns about your child’s health or if your child has a medical condition such as food 

allergies, asthma, epilepsy, or diabetes please let me know before the start of the school year.  I will be happy to 

schedule a meeting with you to discuss your child’s health needs. You can reach me by email at 

lmardeusz@scit.org. 

● Prior to entry to Kindergarten, please submit proof of  your child’s current physical exam with lead level and 

vision screening, and all required immunizations  including: 5 Tetanus, Pertussis and Diptheria (DTP) , 4 Polio, 

2 MMR, 2 Varicella, and 3 Hepatitis B immunizations. All vaccine/immunization documentation must be 

complete before your child starts school in September. 

● I am here to administer first aid as well as to take care of ill students.  You will be notified if your child becomes 

ill at school or needs to be dismissed due to health reasons.  Parents and caregivers, please make sure your 

contact information is up to date; include your work number in case of emergency.  Also, list the names of 

two additional designated contacts in the event a parent cannot be reached.  

● During the beginning of the school year, I will be testing the vision and hearing of all our Kindergarten 

students.  You will be notified if your child does not pass the screening.  

● On occasion, a child needs to receive prescription medication at school.  The school nurse can administer the 

medication only if it is brought to school by the parent in the original prescription container.  A physician's 

written school order and a signed parent permission form are also required.  For the safety of all our students,  

children are not allowed to transport medication to school.  

● Currently, masks are to be worn at all times by all students except during socially distanced mask breaks, recess, 

outdoor physical education and while eating lunch.   

● To help prevent the spread of Covid-19, colds and flu, please keep your child home if there are symptoms of a 

fever,  sore throat, and/or a persistent or congested cough (refer to the Covid Symptom Checklist below).  Your 

child should be fever-free for 24 hours before returning to school.  If your child has had a gastrointestinal illness, 

he/she should be symptom-free for 24 hours before returning to school, have a negative Covid-19 test and able 

to tolerate food and fluids.  

● On school days, refer to the Family/Student Daily Covid Symptom Checklist daily and if you answer yes to any of 

these questions, your student will need a negative Covid-19 test before returning to school. Please note that 

Scituate Public Schools follow the health guidelines from the  Massachusetts Department of Public Health and 

the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. 

● Please notify me if your child has Covid-19, strep throat, chickenpox, fifth’s disease, head lice, or any      

communicable condition.  Childhood illnesses can sometimes be a serious threat to vulnerable members of the 

school population; therefore, it is important that the school nurse be notified.  

● Finally, if your student is going to be absent, email us at cushingsafetoschool@scit.org.  Please call and ask to 

speak with the school nurse if you are unsure whether you should keep your student home for signs of illness. 

Five or more consecutive days absent require a note from the health provider.  

I look forward to meeting your child in the fall!  Have a fun and healthy summer!  

Sincerely, 
Linda Mardeusz 
Cushing School Nurse 

https://scituate.k12.ma.us/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=32069966
mailto:cushingsafetoschool@scit.org


 

Health Requirements 

In order for your child to be enrolled in 

Kindergarten, we are mandated by 

Massachusetts State Law to have 

documentation of the following requirements: 

Immunizations 
● MMR: two (2) doses 
● Hepatitis B: completed series of three (3) 

doses 
● DTAaP/DTP: five (5) doses 
● Polio: four (4) doses 
● Varicella: two (2) doses of Varivax vaccine 

or documentation from the physician that your 

child has had Chicken Pox 
 

Screenings 
● Lead 
● Vision (dated within the year prior to 

entrance or thirty (30) days after entrance 
 

Physical 
● Dated within the year prior to entrance 
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Dear Future Kindergarten Parents and Caregivers, 
 
Many of you have asked how to assist your young learner at home in developing their early 
literacy skills. The number one thing you can do is READ, READ, and then READ some more! 
Reading aloud helps to develop listening skills, comprehension skills, vocabulary, and it is also a 
fun and enjoyable time for you and your child. It can be amusing to read fairy tales, or patterned 
stories which can then begin to help your child learn to appreciate predictability and story 
structure. Reading familiar poems or Mother Goose nursery rhymes also can help to develop an 
appreciation of the rhythm and rhyme found in poetry and prose. 
 
There are many other enjoyable ways to help your child develop early literacy skills. Engage in 
activities that make your child aware of words and the sounds of our language. Identify words 
on food boxes, signs, posters, etc. Sing songs, recite poems or chants, rap or engage your child 
in conversations about words and their sounds that letters make will help your child get ready 
to become a reader. In addition to reading aloud, here are some fun activities that you can do 
with your child to support the development of their literacy skills. 
 

● Engage in a rhyming game with your child by saying words that rhyme with each other. 
For example: You say “fox”, your child may say “box.” This is referred to as the ”I say, 
You say” game.  
 

● Rhyming Word sit down game. During this game, the parent reads several words aloud. 
The child is to take a step forward each time the words rhyme. If the words do not 
rhyme, the child is to sit down on the ground.  You can alter the activity in this game to 
really engage your child’s interests. For example, if your child loves gymnastics, have 
your child do a handstand during rhyming words and a somersault when a word does 
not rhyme. Personalize the experience for your child to enjoy the game. 
 

● Rubber Band Stretch Game: Get a rubber band to help show your child how to stretch 
out words. As you say the parts of a word ex/ffffffff/ /ooooooo/ /xxxxxxxxx/, stretch out 
the rubber band a little bit more each sound you say. After you’ve stretched it out, let it 
go back to its natural size and say the word “fox”. When you are stretching the rubber 
band, your child can stretch an imaginary rubber band and say the sounds as you say 



them.  You could also change this activity to have you and your child stretch when 
saying the parts of the word, instead of using a rubber band. 
 

● Play a variation of the “I Spy” game. Find an object in a book or around the room and 
state the sound that the object starts with (not the letter name). For example, you could 
say “I spy something with my little eye, something that starts with /ssssss/.” Have your 
child try to guess what you spy. Next have your child spy something and say the sound 
of the letter the object starts with. 

 
● As a variation with  more challenge for the “I Spy” game, you could find an object in a 

picture book and say the name of the object you spy, without the initial sound of the 
word. For example, if you were to pick cat, you could say “I spy something with my little 
eye that ends with at.” 

 
● Play “Say it and Push it”: Use tokens, pennies, or even M&Ms, to push as you count the 

number of words in a sentence. Progress to number of syllables in a word, to number of 
sounds in a word. 

 
● For those children who are ready, use commercially made tiles that you find in Scrabble 

or Bananagrams and have your child use the titles to spell their name or their friends’ 
and family’s names. You could progress to color words of familiar vocabulary to your 
child.  

 
Your job is to support your child to be willing and able to come to school ready to learn. 
Encouraging your  child to love learning and reading can best be done by exposing him or her 
to books. Read often and regularly, take advantage of our wonderful public library, and model 
your own appreciation for literature and informational books. Show your child that they can 
learn new things through reading books. Your child will come to school eager to learn to read. 
 
Please feel free to contact us should you have any questions about your child’s early literacy 
skills. In the fall, we will be happy to discuss any concerns you may have.  
 
Sincerely, 
Ms. Phillips and Ms. Sweeney 
Literacy Specialists 
  



Welcome 

Class of 2034 
 

Wow!  Are We Glad You Are Joining the Cushing 

School Community! 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Hi Incoming Kindergarteners and Families!  I’m Mrs. Moffat, 

the Principal of Cushing School.  I love being the Principal of 

Cushing!  I look forward to your arrival in the fall.  You’ll love 

Kindergarten!  You’ll learn many new things and have so much fun!   
 

 

Hi! We are Cushing School’s Secretaries.  
 

 

I’m Mrs. Tedeschi (on the left) and Mrs. Fortier is below.  
 

 

We do many things at Cushing School. If ever you need to call 

home because you forgot something, we’ll help you get Mom or 

Dad on the phone!  Our favorite part of the year is saying hello 

to all the Kindergartners when they parade through the office 

at Halloween time! We are looking forward to seeing you in 

September!   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
  

 

 

             

 

 

 
 

  

Hi! We are Ms. Moon (left) Ms. Monaco (middle ) and Ms. Abdallah (below right) 

Cushing School’s Kindergarten Teachers. Teaching Kindergarten is wonderful! Our 

Kindergarten classrooms have a reading corner, a play kitchen, a crafts center, and so much 

more. We’ll even be using computers! You’ll love center time too!  We look forward to seeing 

you in September!  

Ms.  Moon Ms. Monaco Ms. Abdallah 

 

Hi! I'm Ms. Crowell. I am the special education teacher 

for grades Kindergarten and First.  Sometimes, I come into 

the classroom and work in whole or small groups.  Other 

times, I might take a small group to my room to play some 

reading, writing, or math games.  Cushing School is so much 

fun with lots of learning.  I can't wait to see you all in the 

fall! 

 

Hi! My name is Mrs. Dewberry and I am the Math 

Specialist at Cushing School. I work with each grade level 

to support students within our Math curriculum. Students 

work in flexible small groups both in and and out of the 

classroom. We use the Eureka Math program. Eureka Math 

connects math to the real world in ways that take the fear 

out of math and build student confidence—helping students 

achieve true understanding lesson by lesson and year after 

year. I look forward to meeting our newest members of 

Cushing School in the fall! 
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Hi. We are Ms. Sweeney and Ms. Phillips.  

We are the literacy specialists at Cushing 

School.  We love to read stories and teach 

children letters, letter sounds, and how to 

read.  We  also love writing.  We will visit your  

classrooms to read stories and work with you 

from time to time. Can’t wait to see you in the 

fall! 
 

 

Hi!  I’m Ms. Gozzo, School Psychologist (on 

the left) and I’m Mrs. Kain, School 

Adjustment Counselor (on the right). We 

work with all the students at Cushing School 

and visit all the classrooms at Cushing. We 

can’t wait to meet and learn all about you.  We 

will see you in your classroom on the first few 

days of school next year to help you in any way 

we can.  
 

 

My name is Mrs. Mardeusz, and I am the Cushing School Nurse. 

I work with teachers and parents to make sure you are safe and 

healthy.  You’ll see me in your classrooms from time to time, and 

you may be visiting my office when you need a bandage or aren’t 

feeling well.  I will be checking your eyes and hearing during the 

year, too.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Hi!  I work in the Cushing School Cafeteria. I’m Mrs. Holbert, 

the Cafeteria Manager 

 

Hi!  I am Mr. Sawyer and I will be your Physical Education Teacher 

when you join our school in the fall.  P.E. Class is lots of fun!  You 

will learn so much about your muscles and how to make them move 

so we can enjoy all kinds of physical activity that will keep us 

healthy.  I can’t wait to lead you in some exercises and many fun 

games as we learn how our bodies work!  See you in September! 
 

Hi!  I am Mrs. Davis, Cushing School’s Art Teacher. The art room 

is an exciting place and I can’t wait to have you begin creating! 

You will explore new materials and processes each week, when you 

come to Art. Together we will discover the fun of shapes, lines 

and colors. You will learn new art words and skills, as we celebrate 

your artistic journey. I can’t wait to see you in September. 

Hi!  I am Mr. Mundt and music is my passion! I love my job 

teaching Cushing Students all about music, instruments, 

musicians, and rhythm!  We will have so much fun learning 

together and there are times when I work with your 

Kindergarten Teachers and other specialist in the building to 

add to our music class lesson!  I wonder what your favorite song 

will be.  There are so many to choose from! 



 

Developmental Early Childhood Program 
 

We want young children to learn: 

 

● To be physically and motorically competent (which includes opportunities for children to 

practice fine and gross motor skills which are appropriate for their developmental levels). 

 

● To be effective problem solvers (which includes observing, experimenting, interacting in a 

problem-solving mode with people and materials, taking risks, classifying, predicting, and 

evaluating.  It includes involvement in Math and Science activities as well as social situations 

that require the use of problem solving strategies.) 

 

● To be thoughtful planners (which includes making decisions about activities in which to 

become engaged, materials to be used, and steps to be followed). 

 

● To use resources (which includes the use of people - teachers, parents, other adults in the 

community, and peers - to provide information and guidance as needed.  It also includes the 

use of books and other materials as sources of information.) 

 

● To value oneself and to value others (which includes the development of a positive self-

concept and an appreciation of similarities and differences among people from various 

cultural backgrounds and varying abilities as well as cooperating, contributing to group 

efforts, and helping to build a sense of community within the classroom, expressing feelings 

in socially appropriate ways and to respond to the feelings of others). 

 

● To become able communicators (which includes working in small and large groups, having 

many first hand experiences which form the basis of communication, taking in information 

by listening, sharing information easily orally, through drawing and through writing, and 

using books as a source of pleasure and information - all of the experiences which help 

children to become literate). 

  



 

Questions and Answers About 

Riding the Bus To Kindergarten 
 

Q. Do the kindergartners sit in the front of the bus? 

A. Yes, when kindergarten students ride with the other children, they sit in the front of the bus, 

up close to the driver. (Just in case they need some help.) 

 

Q. Do kindergartners have to ride the bus all year? 

A. No, Mom or Dad or a daycare provider can drive the child. Just please tell the bus driver and 

write a note to the teacher who will forward it to the office. 

 

Q. Are there rules about the bus? 

A. Yes, these rules are in the Elementary School Handbook. The handbook is online. Oh yes, if 

something does not fit in a book bag, please do not try to bring it on the bus. 

 

Q. What do you do if your child misses the bus? 

A. Mom or Dad should drive the student to school. They should walk the child into the school and 

first go to the office to make sure the child has not been marked absent.  

 
 

 

The Bus Stop 
 

Q. How can I find out where my child should wait for the bus? 

A. To find the stops in the morning and afternoon, when the other children 

ride the bus, ask the families in your neighborhood where the kids meet 

the bus. You may also call the Transportation Office at (781) 545-8759 

X-23300 Fax: (781) 545-6291 or email at buses@scit.org 

 

Q. Are the kindergarten parents required to be at the bus stop for both drop off and pick 

up? 

A. In the morning and afternoon, when the older children are around, we do not need mom and 

dad at the bus stop if the child uses the neighborhood stop. If your child is to be dropped off at 

your home, you will have to be visible to the driver. 

 

Q. What happens if the bus comes early and an adult is not at the stop to pick up my child? 

A.  Then the driver will bring the child back to school. We will start calling to find someone to 

pick up the student. You will provide us with names to call in case of an emergency. These are the 

people we will call. 

 



Bus Times 

Q. How can I find out when the morning bus will come? 

A. In August, the bus routes are published in the paper. This gives you some 

idea of the time. The best thing to do is to wait with the older Cushing 

students 45 minutes before school opens. During the 2021-2022 academic 

year, Cushing School hours are 8:55 a.m. to 3:25 p.m. After three days 

or so, you should have a pretty good idea of what time the bus comes to your 

stop. 

 

Q. What do I do if there is a problem? 

A. Call the school at 781-545-8770. Many problems can be fixed right at school. If not, we will 

direct your call to the SPS Transportation Office at Phone: (781) 545-8759 X-23300 Fax: 

(781) 545-6291 or email at buses@scit.org 

 

 

 

SPS Transportation Application Forms, including FAQs, can 

be found at SPS Transportation Forms 
 

 

The First Few Days of Kindergarten 
Q. What can I tell my child about what will happen when he/she 

arrives at the school on the first day? 

A. Tell your child that the Kindergarten Teacher(s) will be waiting for 

them. They will all wait together until everyone is here and then they 

will all go in the classroom together. We have a list to tell us who is coming. 

 

Q. How many days should the student wear his/her bus tag? 

A. Please put the tag in a safe place to wear on the first day of Kindergarten.  Students should 

wear their tags for the first couple of weeks of school. 

 

 
 
  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1qx8Z7EefB4ro2nV82tkt512slDgMB5dS?usp=sharing


 

What Can I Do At Home To Support What 

My Child Is Doing In School? 
 

The three most important things you can do for your kindergartner are: 

 

● First, incorporate reading into your daily routine.  Surround your child with age appropriate 

books and read to your child each and every day.  You should also make sure that your child 

sees you reading.  There are many other things that you can “read” together:  cereal boxes, 

road and store signs, recipes, and the everyday print in your surroundings that has meaning 

to your child. 

● Second, show interest in and support of your child’s school activities.  Encourage your child 

to talk about school - without “quizzing” - and show that you are listening. 

● Third, get involved in your child’s play.  Invite your child to “write” words or letters or 

stories to accompany his or her drawings.  Make use of a variety of language experiences 

through everyday family life:  together with your child make a shopping list, write a 

telephone message, read names on cereal boxes.  Allow your child to express him or herself 

with paint, clay, blocks, and other materials, and encourage lots of questions. Mostly, just 

take time to talk with your child and get engaged in his/her play. 

Source:  Scholastic:  Everything You Always Wanted to Know About Kindergarten - But Didn’t 

Know Whom to Ask 

 

How Parents Can Help Develop 

A Love of Reading 

 

Pre-schoolers should have reading experiences every day with questions 

and dialogue about the pictures and the stories.  Text should be read 

slowly so the child can build mental pictures and relate the spoken word 

to the printed word.  It is helpful to move your finger slowly from left to 

right under the words as you read.  Questions such as what might happen 

next and what the child thought of the story can be asked.  Storybooks and picture books are 

recommended.  Pre-school children also enjoy time to “pretend read” by themselves or with a 

friend. 

Early Primary Years: (Kindergarten through Grade 2) Provide opportunities to encourage your 

child’s reading development and opportunities for enjoyment, closeness, and warmth.  

Read Aloud Together:  Stretch your child’s understanding of words and ideas.  Sit close so that 

your child can see the print and the pictures. 

Select Books Together:  Make trips to the libraries and bookstores.  Ask the librarian for age 

appropriate selections. 

Listen to Your Child Read:  Let him/her know how proud you are of his/her new skills. 



Have Family “Drop Everything and Read” Time:  Set aside a time when parents and children 

can sit together, each reading a selection of his/her choice. 

Encourage Writing for A Purpose:  Use a family message board, a chalkboard, pen pals, and 

letters to family members and friends.  Remember reading and writing are closely connected 

skills. Children should try to sound out words and use “KidSpell” (phonetic, temporary spelling). 

 

Parents do not need to be formally trained in the techniques of reading instruction.  The things 

you do at home naturally reinforce the good reading instruction your child receives in school.  

Read aloud together.  Learn the connections between the letters and the sounds.  Go places and 

do things that build your child’s knowledge of the world.  Give your child opportunities to ask 

questions and verbalize his/her ideas and feelings. 

 

Source:  Massachusetts Reading Association 

 

 

The Magic of Mathematics 

Is Everywhere! 
 

 

You can help your child see that Math is a part of 

everybody’s daily life.  Here are just a few of the ways we use it every day. 

 

Around the Kitchen:  Younger children can count utensils needed to set the 

table; sort kitchenware by size and shape for storage.  Older children can halve and double 

recipes, measure ingredients, and alphabetize the spice drawer. 

At the Store:  Children can weigh produce, estimate how much of a product is needed to weigh 

one pound, compare similar items to see which is a better buy, and use a calculator to keep a 

running record of your purchases. 

In the Workshop:  Show children how important it is to measure and calculate accurately when 

buying paint or wallpaper or ordering window blinds and build projects together using measuring 

tools and written instructions.  

In Household Management:  When you balance your checkbook, pay monthly bills, or order from 

catalogs, show your children the mathematical processes you need to go through. 

At Work and Leisure:  Help your children understand how you and the people around you use 

Math all the time whether constructing buildings, repairing cars, doing office work, making 

curtains, planning a garden, or calculating a golf handicap. 

In the Newspaper:  Show your children that Mathematics can be found on the sports page, the 

weather report, in advertisements, on the stock page, and in news stories. 

On the Road:  When taking trips, ask your children to help read maps, estimate distances, and 

calculate arrival times.  Show them how to read train and plane schedules. 

Source:  Adapted by the Chapter I Dissemination Project, 59 Temple Place, Suite 664, Boston, 

MA  



 
 

SKILLS THAT HELP TO EASE A CHILD’S TRANSITION  

INTO KINDERGARTEN 

 

SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL  

 Expresses self verbally 

 Looks forward to going to school 

 Recognizes/Respects authority 

 Shares with others 

 Helps with family chores 

 Works independently 

 Identifies other children by name – using manners 

 Can take care of toilet needs independently 

 Cares for own belongings 

 Dresses self 

 Building independence 

 Can be away from parents for 2 to 3 hours 

 Joins in conversation 

 Follows class rules 

 Demonstrates self-control 

 

MY CHILD KNOWS 

 Body parts 

 Own first name 

 Own last name 

 Parents names 

 Home address 

 Home phone number 

 

LISTENING & SEQUENCING 

 Follows simple directions 

 Pays attention 

 Recognizes common sounds 

 Retells a simple story in sequence 

 Repeats a sequence of sounds 

 Repeats a sequence of numbers heard 

 Uses positional words – opposites, descriptive words, sequencing order 

 

READING READINESS 

 Remembers pictures from a printed page 

 Repeats a 6 to 8 word sentence 

 Pretends to read (has been read to often) 

 Identifies own first name in writing 

 Attempts to print own first name 

 Answers questions about a short story 

 Looks at pictures and tells a story 

 Understands words are read left to right 

 Familiar with the letters of the alphabet 

 Knows some nursery rhymes 

 Knows the meaning of simple words 



 

MATH SKILLS 

 Understands day and night 

 Knows age and birthday 

 Recognizes colors 

 Recognizes triangles, circles, squares, and rectangles 

 Counts to 10 

 Can count objects 

 Recognizes numbers similarities & differences 

 Can sort, pattern, and measure 

 

MOTOR SKILLS 

 Run 

 Walk a straight line 

 Jump 

 Hop 

 Alternate feet walking downstairs 

 March 

 Stand on one foot 10 seconds 

 Walk backwards for 5 feet 

 Throw/catch a ball 

 Paste pictures on paper 

 Clap hands 

 Button clothes 

 Build with blocks 

 Complete simple 5 piece puzzle or less 

 Draw or color beyond a simple scribble 

 Zip clothes 

 Control pencil and crayon well 

 Handle scissors 

 Cut and draw simple shapes 

 

 


